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The Secondary School Population in Some of its Social and Economic
Relationships: A Study of the Secondary School Population Enrolled in
the Public Secondary Schools of Cheltenham Township, Pennsylvania
Abstract
Educators have for a long time felt the need for knowing something about the immediate social and economic
environment of the pupils in our schools. In his study published in 1916, Holley pointed out in much detail
certain facts showing the relationships between the persistency of children in school and their home
conditions. The study by Counts published in 1922, showed that in four American cities, the secondary school
population was of a highly selective nature.
This investigation is an attempt along the lines of the above studies, yet more intensively, to survey the social,
economic, and educational characteristics of a single secondary school population,-that of Cheltenham
Township Public School System. More specifically this study is concerned with questions such as these: What
is the distribution of the secondary school group among the grades in the school system? How is it distributed
among the curricula which the senior high school offers? What is the home background of the pupils in terms
of parental occupations, ethnic origins, parental education, and so forth? What community contacts of a
recreational and educational nature do the children have? Of what clubs are they members? What hold does
the Church have on them? The Sunday School? The theatre? The movies? Of what library facilities do they
avail themselves? What is their intelligence? What are their hopes for future education? For life occupations?
How prevalent are physical defects among them? How successful are they in their school work? And finally,
are there any significant relationships between any of these characteristics?
Answers to questions of this sort should paint a more intimate picture of the secondary school population. It's
believed that some of the facts obtained may be of use m evaluating the school curriculum and the program of
guidance, and in indicating desirable modifications of them. The value of such information for the purpose of
curriculum making is now generally assumed in order that the schools may adapt themselves to local needs.
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PART I 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1. Problem and Purpose of the Study
Educators have for a long time felt the need for knowing 
something about the immediate social and economic environ­
ment of the pupils in our schools. In his study published 
in 1916, Holley1 pointed out in much detail certain facts 
showing the relationships between the persistency of child­
ren in school and their home conditions. The study by 
Counts2 published in 1922, showed that in four American 
cities, the secondary school population was of a highly se­
lective nature. 
This investigation is an attempt along the lines of the 
above studies, yet more intensively, to survey the social, 
economic, and educational characteristics of a single secon­
dary school population,-that of Cheltenham Township 
Public School System. More specifically this study is 
concerned with questions such as these: What is the dis­
tribution of the secondary school group among the grades in 
the school system? How is it distributed among the cur­
ricula which the senior high school offers? What is the 
home background of the pupils in terms of parental occu­
pations, ethnic origins, parental education, and so forth? 
What community contacts of a recreational and educational 
nature do the children have? Of what clubs are they mem­
bers? What hold does the Church have on them? The 
Sunday School? The theatre? The movies? Of what 
library facilities do they avail themselves? What is their 
intelligence? What are their hopes for future education? 
For life occupations? How prevalent are physical defects 
among them? How successful are they in their school 
work? And finally, are there any significant relationships 
between any of these characteristics? 
1 Holley, C. E. The Relationship between Persistence in School and 
Home Conditions. 
2 Counts, G. S. The Selective Character of American Secondar'JI 
Education. 
12 Secondary School Population 
Answers to questions of this sort should paint a more in­
timate picture of the secondary school population. It !s 
believed that some of the facts obtained may be of use m 
evaluating the school curriculum and the program of guid­
ance, and in indicating desirable modifications of the�. The
value of such information for the purpose of curriculum 
making is now generally assumed in order that the schools 
may adapt themselves to local needs.3 
2. The P1·oblem and Its Limitations
The term, "secondary school population", is defined in 
this study to include all those pupils enrolled in the com­
bined junior-senior high school of Cheltenham Township 
at the time of the investigation, and all those boys and 
girls, twelve years of age and over, who were enrolled in the 
several elementary schools of the district. Among the sixth 
grade children studied, only those were included whose 
chronological ages were twelve years or over during the first 
half of the academic year in which they were enrolled in 
that grade. The selection of such an age basis for deter­
mining the secondary school population is in accord with the 
statement of the Commission on the Reorganization of Sec­
ondary Education: "such reorganization that secondary 
education may be defined as applying to all pupils of ap­
proximately 12 to 18 years of age".4 
As a survey study, it was necessary to collect much of 
the data by means of questionnaires. The questionnaire was 
constructed so that answers could be made with as little 
writing as possible. 
The information that was used concerning the intelligence,
the health, the grades, and the success in schooi subjects
was secured from the office records of the school system.
3 Uhl, W. L. Si:condary School Curricula, ch. 14. Lt_ull, Rh
. G
9
. and Wilson H.B. The Redirection of High School Instruc­ion, C • •  
4 Commission on the R · t· "Cardinal Principles of S eorfamza 10n ?f .�econ?ary Education-of Education Bulletin, 19f��N:r[lfr_cation, United States Bureau














































































































































